development of coastlines in the face of repeated catastrophes testifies to the triumph of money over safety.
Yet there has been much evolution in the relationship between man and hurricanes since the preColumbian era. The ancient Mayans, Tainos, and Caribs, along with early European settlers, regarded great storms as acts of God or gods, often as retribution for sins. As enlightenment science revealed these events to be natural phenomena, victims increasingly blamed politicians and governments for the disasters and accordingly sought relief from governments rather than from their neighbors or from If only all citizens and politicians in hurricane-prone regions would read and absorb the lessons of Sea of Storms, we might not all be doomed to repeat the disasters of the past.
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